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If you're preparing for a SOC role, understand this
clearly:

Threat Intelligence is not a feed.
It’s not a tool.
It’s not just a list of malicious IPs.

Threat Intelligence is analyzed, contextualized
information about adversaries, their infrastructure, and
their techniques — used to improve detection and
response decisions.

What is Threat
Intelligence?



Is this IP just random traffic or linked to an active campaign?
Is this PowerShell behavior normal admin activity or part of
lateral movement?
Is this domain newly registered and suspicious?

Why Threat Intelligence Exists
In a SOC, you deal with:

Thousands of logs
Hundreds of alerts
Limited time
Real pressure

Without context, every alert looks the same.
Threat Intelligence gives you that context.

It answers:

It reduces guesswork.



 The Real Definition
Threat Intelligence is evidence-based knowledge
about threats and threat actors that helps
organizations prevent, detect, and respond to
cyber attacks more effectively.

Evidence-based
Analyzed
Actionable

If it’s not actionable, it’s not intelligence.

Key words:



The 4 Types of Threat
Intelligence

Audience: Management & CISOs

Industry targeting
Ransomware growth patterns
Emerging threats

High-level trends:

1. Strategic Intelligence



Audience: SOC & detection engineers

Tactics, Techniques & Procedures (TTPs)
MITRE ATT&CK mapping
Attack behavior patterns

Focuses on:

2. Tactical Intelligence

3. Operational Intelligence

Details about:
Active campaigns
Threat actor groups
Attack timelines

Helps SOC teams prepare before impact.



But remember:

Malicious IPs
Domains
Hashes
URLs
Indicators of Compromise (IOCs)

Most common in SOC work:

4. Technical Intelligence

Technical intel without context is weak.



Outbound connection to 185.xxx.xxx.xxx
Severity: Medium

Imagine this alert:

Without Threat Intelligence:
You check logs manually.
You spend 20 minutes investigating.

How Threat Intelligence
Actually Helps in SOC 

With Threat Intelligence:
You immediately know:

That IP is linked to C2 infrastructure
It’s part of an active phishing campaign
It’s targeting finance companies

Your investigation becomes faster and more
confident.



Most SOC beginners struggle with this.

Threat Intelligence helps you:

How Threat Intelligence
Reduces False Positives

Instead of reacting emotionally, you
react logically.

Validate suspicious domains
Confirm malicious infrastructure
Understand behavior patterns
Correlate multiple alerts



Many learners misunderstand this.

What Threat Intelligence
is NOT

A senior analyst always:

It is NOT:
 ❌ Copying IP feeds into firewall
 ❌ Blocking everything automatically
 ❌ Reading cyber news articles
 ❌ Blindly trusting threat feeds

Validates indicators
Checks context
Avoids over-blocking
Understands business impact



Q: How would you use Threat Intelligence in
SOC?

Interview Question You
Might Get

If you answer like this, you sound
experienced.

Strong answer structure:

1.Validate alert using known IOCs
2.Check TTP alignment with MITRE
3.Correlate logs for lateral movement
4.Assess business impact
5.Escalate if needed



Threat Intelligence does NOT replace analysis.

The Most Important
Insight for Learners

Tools provide data.
Threat Intelligence provides context.
Analysts provide judgment.

It supports it.

Networking fundamentals
Log analysis skills
Understanding of attack behavior
Calm decision-making

You still need:



If you're serious about SOC:

Final Advice for SOC Job
Preparation

Don’t just memorize:

How to use it during investigations
How to validate indicators
How to reduce alert fatigue using it
How to map it to MITRE ATT&CK

What is Threat Intelligence?

Understand:

That’s what companies hire for.


